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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this experimental research is to study the effects of MATA art activities on
promoting the aesthetic experience of visually impaired primary school students. MATA art activities have
four major components: 1) M: multiple sensories, 2) A: aesthetical teaching, 3) T: tactile media, and 4) A:
assessment. The sample consisted of 13 students, aged 6 to 12 years old, from The Bangkok School for
the Blind. These students were selected by using purposive sampling method. The participants were
separated into two groups, the first group of seven participants received on-site activities, whereas the
second group of six participants received online activities. The research tools included: 1) four aesthetical
MATA art activity plans; 2) a checklist of participants’ past experiences prior to the activities; 3) an after-
activity interview for evaluating students’ aesthetic experience, which was developed on the basis of
Parsons' aesthetic theory; and 4) students’ behavior observation form. Content analysis, mean, and
percentage were used to examine the data.

The findings revealed that MATA art activities can promote the aesthetic experience of visually
impaired primary school children. The average of participants’ aesthetic experience reached the second
level, beauty and realism, which corresponded to the development of children with normal eyesight. The
highest level of aesthetic experience was the third level, expressions. Moreover, the results of the on-site

and online activities have no difference.
Keywords: Art Activities, Visually Impaired Students, Aesthetic Experience
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